The New Homegrown Majority in California

Recognizing the New Reality of Growing Commitment to the Golden State
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by Immigrant Generation
and
Executive Summary
The F
new
reality of California
is of D
a more
settled, homegrown
population.
The
oreign
-Born
uration
in the
U.S.
growth of a population dominated by those born and raised in California represents

a sea change in the state’s history. Always before, California’s people were formed
largely of migrants from other states and lands. This has significant implications
Executive Summary
for policy making in education, infrastructure, tax policy, and state budget making.
he important role of immigration as a driver of population growth makes it a critical
The rising number of homegrown citizens represent native sons and daughters who
factor in projections of the U.S. population. This study builds on the results of the
have
lived
whole
lives
in California
andand
whose
economic
careers
a product
censuses
of their
2010 and
2000,
vital
statistics data
other
information,
andare
a decade
of
of the Californiadevelopment
school systems,
for better
worse. Already
today2040.
moreThese
than pro70%
methodological
to generate
newor
projections
to the year
of the state’s
and of
young
agesimmigration
15 to 24 were
born
and raised
jections
show teens
the effects
past adults
and future
on the
population
sizeinasCaliforwell
nia.
As
recently
as
1990,
barely
half
(53.2%)
of
that
age
group
was
California
born.
as the numbers of foreign-born residents and their children, the “immigrant generations”
that are of continuing public and policy concern.
There are many signs that California-born residents are more attached to the state than
earlier
generations,
thisinbodes
well
for the future
of the
state.inNative
The
new
projectionsand
result
a total
population
of 391.1
million
2040,Californians
which is 13.0are
more likely
to below
remainthe
in projection
the state than
areinresidents
bornrecommended
elsewhere. In by
fact,
million
(3.2%)
issued
2008 andwho
stillwere
currently
California
natives
are
more
attached
to
their
state
than
is
typical
in
other
states.
While
the U.S. Census Bureau. Fertility and mortality rates in the new projections are similar
California
suffered
an unusual
lossthe
of its
native sonsabout
and daughters
during
the 1990s reto
the Census
Bureau’s;
however,
expectations
immigration
differ.
cession, the losses have been stemmed since about 1996 and the youngest generation is
showingrates
stronger
attachment
than any
time since
1980.much
This generation,
the racial
Slower
of annual
immigration
post-2000,
indeed
reduced in across
the Great
Recession
years,
have led
toexpresses
lower expectations
for future
and illegal
and political
spectrum,
also
stronger support
forimmigration
higher taxes (legal
and greater
pubcombined).
Even
recovery from
the recession,
presume
will occur,
the
lic services for
theafter
improvement
of California
than iswhich
foundwe
among
the older
generation.
expert opinion we have surveyed does not anticipate that net immigration will return to
Less higher
Migration
Presence and
Homegrown
in million
MiddleperAge.
Traditionlevels
than experienced
at itsMore
peak around
2000 (1.26
year) in
the near
ally in Net
California
our residents
of middle
age
(45-54)
have and
been
mostly born
outto
future.
immigration
was estimated
at 0.92
million
in 2009,
is projected
to rise
1.18
million
in 2015
and to78.4%
1.25 million
2025. Theseinaverage
annual flows
far below
of state.
That
includes
of theingeneration
1970 whose
youthare
(15-24)
was
those
projected
by currently
the Censusage
Bureau
2025 (1.57
million),
in 1940,
62.6%inof2008
those
45-54forwhose
youth
was inapparently
1980, andbecause
likely
those
expectations
were
shaped
bythey
the upswing
immigration
during
thetoday’s
1990s and
did
only 48%
of today’s
youth
when
become in
middle
age. That
means
youth
not
intofirst
account
the extended
post-2000
downturn.
will take
be the
generation
in California
history
whose majority will be California born
when they assume the positions of leadership in middle age. The most important disTotal
foreign-born
populationresidents
continuesistothat
growtheir
fromentire
these immigrant
flows, standing
tinction
of the homegrown
lives are shaped
by their
at 13.2% of the total U.S. population in our estimate for 2010. The 2010 census was the
California experience including, most significantly, the quality of their schooling.
first in over a century not to record place of birth and the first in many decades not to
record
length
of US residence,
leaving uncertainties
about these
of
Stronger
Retention
of the Homegrown
in California.
The basic
abilitycharacteristics
to retain your
the
population.
The
Census
Bureau
recently
updated
its
survey-based
estimate
of
the
grown children is a powerful measure of a state’s attractions. On this score, Califorforeign
born
share
2009) to 12.9%
(for away
2010) from
of the California
total population,
nia ranks
near
thefrom
top.12.5%
The (for
California-born
move
slowly but
over
additional foreign born may remain uncounted, hence our higher estimate of the current
time, as the natives do from every state of birth. Nationwide, only 50.0% of adults
foreign born based on a detailed demographic accounting.
ages 25 and older still resided in their state of birth in 2007. For California natives
that figure was 66.9%. California natives are more committed to their state than are
The rising share of foreign born and their children is shown in Figure 4, which covers
the period
nativesfrom
of all1970
butto
four
other
Georgia,
North
Carolina, Texas
Wisconsin.
the
2040.
Thestates:
foreign
born share
is projected
to riseand
to 16.7%
in

T

Authors

Dowell Myers
John Pitkin
and
Ricardo Ramirez
with
Josie Noah
SeongHee Min
Felicity Chan
and
Bryce Lowery

Sponsor

The
John
Authors
Randolph and
Dora
John PHaynes
itkin &
Foundation
Dowell Myers

April
20092011
October

2040 and the second generation share to 13.7%. In the decades before 2000 the latter did
Recovery from a Bad Spell in the 1990s. Following a period of accelerated loss of
not grow as fast because the aged children of an earlier era’s immigration were declining
native Californians in the 1990s, due to the deep recession in the state, retention sigfrom mortality, and also because today’s immigrants have roughly half as many children
nificantly improved from 2000 to 2007. At age 25-34, the retention of California naas those in the early 20th century, so the new second generation is expanding less pro-
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portionally than in the last century. After 2000, however, the new second generation population began to grow
rapidly. The total foreign stock (parents and children with recent immigrant roots) is currently 22.5% of the
total U.S. population and is projected in 2040 to rise to 30.5%, a level not seen since 1930.
Among the foreign born, there is a rapidly increasing length of U.S. residence, which lays the basis for stronger
social, economic, and civic ties and better integration in the American fabric. Between 2000 and 2010, the large
wave of 1980s immigrants reached 20 years of residence, and in coming decades more immigrants will reach
this threshold of settlement. The share of all foreign born who are long settled declined to a low point in 2000
(30.4%) but has since started rising; it is estimated at 38.5% in 2010 and projected to reach a majority (52.6%) by
2030.
This report provides details about immigrant generations and duration in the Asian and Hispanic population,
and shows the generational shares of the population in census years starting in 1970 with projections to 2040.
The complete methodology is also described.

The Research Program on Generational Population Projections
This specialized program of research, initiated in 2000, is conducted through the Population
Dynamics Research Group in the School of Policy, Planning, and Development at the University of Southern California. Principal products have been the projection series on California
Demographic Futures. A number of reports and special studies have also been carried out in
preparation for the 2011 series of projections.
Additional publications and supporting documents available on the website:

http://www.usc.edu/schools/sppd/futures/

Survey of Expert Opinion on Future Level of Immigration to the U.S. in 2015 and 2025: Summary of Results
by John Pitkin and Dowell Myers
May 2011
Projections of the Population of California by Nativity and Year of Entry to the U.S., in Addition to Age, Sex, Race and Hispanic Origin. Paper presented at the 2011 Annual Meeting of
the Population Association of America, Washington, DC.
by John Pitkin and Dowell Myers
April 2011
The 2010 Census Benchmark for California’s Growing and Changing Population
by John Pitkin and Dowell Myersfor more information...
February 2011
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by
John
Pitkin
and
Dowell
Myers
Population Dyanamics Research Group, School of Policy Planning & Development:
December 2010

http://www.usc.edu/schools/sppd/research/popdynamics

2005 edition of the projections for California
California Demographic Futures: Projections to 2030, by Immigrant Generations, Nativity,
and Time of Arrival in U.S.
Questions on technical details should be directed to
by Dowell Myers, John Pitkin and Julie Park
Dr. Dowell Myers, dowell@usc.edu

